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Living gay in a liberal state
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Gay, proud and lovi

Despite New Jersey’s mote liberal
approach to same-sex partnerships,
legally things are still very challenging :

BY LORRAINE ASH
DAILY RECORD

v "(d“c ,

MIKE BUSCH
Se' teft, and Suzanne Wilcox of Boonton

" uwzanne Wilcox was a
college
Florida in 1968 when
she saw “The Fox,” a
movie about two les-
bians who live in the
Canadian woods.

“jt was based on a DH.
Lawrence novella and starred
Sandy Dennis, Anne Heywood and
Keir Dullea,” she says. “This man
shows up and makes a big play for
Heywood. Finally, all the sexual
tension is resolved w en a tree
falls on Sandy Denn’ TV
Here I am, 19 years old, and think-
ing, ‘Oh, g1 “t, if you're a dyke, a
t -° - uand kills you.”

She iy 3. ttea in the kitchen of
her Boonton home and looks at
Nancy Seus, the woman with
whom she’s civilly united.

“In the absence of any other
images you hold on to what few
imay, ;s there are,” she adds.

Seus, 43, says she was trying to
catch the traffic on radio station
101.5 on her way home from work
when she heard talk about how dif-

student in

both tal about the lack of good role models or pos-
itive images of homosexuality in their youth and
how the leve! of awareness is higher these days.
There are still legal, financial and social challenges.

ficult it is for a kid to bi -ay today.

“When I was o up, and
more so when ¢ ~"ne was, the
words homosexuvl ' ~y and lesbian

“ I have always felt
that people who know me
can’t say they don’t know
anybody who's gay.
If they hear something
in the news about a study
or a discrimination law,
they can say to themselves
they know somebody
that would affect.”

— Nanc Seus, 43,

of Bu mton

were not in the mer,” she says.
“You had to go to the library to the

tiny1 m exuality shelf and find
the n rit{ 21 Dl iers like
L T | 5 by ©
¢ °H .Th_ wredepressi .’

N w, she w3 every m ,or
pap - has son - 1ews on homosex-
ual ues e ry day Now people
aren t surprised there are gays in
the world. They’re surprised to
hear that gays can’t get married
evén though the term “gay mar-
riage” is loosely, and inaccurately,
bandied about.

T e level of awareness is higher,
she. .

Waue O l;rtobe - orles-
bian in New Jersey, wi laws are
more liberal than in most states,
those in homosexual partnerships
k-~ still face challen , from
financial to social. rhe Daily

DAWN BENKO / DAILY RECORD

Ken Munson, left, of Nyack, N.Y., and his partner Bill Cox, formerly of Morris-
town, walk hand-in-hand down Morris Street. The two men are active mem-
bers of the Gay Activist Alliance in Morris County and its speakers’ bureau.

Record looks at those challenges as
the state and nation celebrate Gay
Pride Month, declared by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton in 2000.

This year gay issues came to the
fore as the country focused on a
lawsuit challenging Florida’s ban
on gay adoption. Included in the
suit, brought by the American Civil
Liberties Union, are Steven Lofton
and Roger Croteau, foster parents
to three children whom state laws
forbid them from adopting.

Comedienne Rosie O’Donnell,

who also lives in Florida, publicly
came out as a lesbian to draw
attention to the Lofton-Croteau
case. The celebrity’s announce-
ment has people nationwide learn-
ing or thinking about how their
states treat gays and their families.

There are 16,604 households
with same-sex unmarried partners
in New Jersey, according to the
2000 Census. Of those, 849 are in
Morris County.

SEE GAY / PAGE 6
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Whether that number is accu-
rate is an essential question.
The Kinsey Report, the land-
mark human sexual behavior
study by Alfred Kinsey first pub-
lished in 1948, estimates 1C per-
cent of the population is homo-
sexual, according to John Camp-
bell of Edison, co-founder of
Gay and Lesbian Political
Action & Support Groups in
New Jersey and an active propo-
nent for same-sex marriage in
New Jersey.

“If there were freedom, you
would probably find about 10
percent of the population is
homosexual,” he said. “The
thing about the Census report is
that many, many gays who are

living together and in a relation-’

ship will not fill out that form
because they don’t want any
documentation anywhere that
they’re gay. They’re just not
ready for it.”

Suburban Morris County is a
place gay families call home.
Unlike their urban counter-
parts, they blend quietly into
neighborhoods here. Not many
talk publicly about being gay;
dozens approached for this arti-
cle declined. Some want to pro-
tect their children from any
retaliation, no matter how
unlikely.

The two couples interviewed
— Wilcox and Seus, and Bill Cox
and Ken Munson of Nyack, N.Y.
— came forward because they're
in safe phases of life. Wilcox,
divorced from a man with whom
she had a child, is free of cus-
tody issues. She and Seus are
secure and out at their jobs. Cox
and Munson, who are retired,
say theyre old enough not to
care about others’ opinions.

“Our being older plays into

George DeCarlo of Berkeley
Heights, head of Friends Against
Sexual Orientation Discrimina-
tion, said even civilly united gays
have to go through an extra layer
of legal routines.

the fact we’ve encountered very
little overt homophobia,” says
Cox, formerly of Morristown.
“The culture doesn’t object-as
much when it applies to older
people. It's the younger people
who are starting -
their business
careers, at the |:

age when they

would otherwise

be establishing
families, that

seems to be more
upsetting to het-
erosexuals.

“We're a threat
to the way hetero-
sexual culture is
organized. Com- I
panies, for in- L _
stance, often are
organized on the
military model,
where you have a
president  and
underlings and
the organizational power flows
from the top down. We are more
egalitarian and, consequently, we
don’t fit too well in that structure,
and it's threatening to the way
companies are organized.”

In highly corporate Morris
County, that can translate into a
subtle gay presence. Rainbow
flags hang outside their homes.

Speakers from the Gay
Activist Alliance in Morris Coun-
ty, the state’s largest and oldest
support system, talk in schools
and at civic groups throughout
the tri-state area, from which the
group draws its members.

Job resumes are submitted
with participation in gay groups
listed as extracurricular activi-

Kicnara Harnson's same-sex
civil union with partner John
Campbell was performed in
Vermont and can only be
dissolved there as well.

Ryan Reyes is DeCarlo’s partner.
They were civilly united in Vermont
but in New Jersey that is only a
symbolic, not a legal, status.

ties. That’s what Seus, a civil
engineer, did.

“I did not want to be hired by
somebody and have to go
through this whole thing,” she
says. “If they had an issue with
my being a lesbian, then let
them have the issue and toss the

- resume on a dif-
ferent pile. I did-
n’t want to work
for someplace
that wasn’t going
to respect me for
everything that
comprises me.”

She and Wil-
cox prefer subur-
bia to some gay
enclave.

“I think it’s
better for you,
more intellectu-
altly stimulating,
to live with peo-
ple who aren’t all
the same as you,”
Wilcox says.

The couple
could attend Church of the
Redeemer in Morristown, a wel-
coming congregation for gays
and lesbians. But they attend St.
John’s Episcopal Church in
Boonton.

“For me, going to Redeemer
would be a social experience,”
Seus says. “For me, going to

“church in a community has to

do with my spiritual life. I have
always felt that people who
know me can't say they don’t
know anybody who’s gay. If they
hear something in the news
about a study or a discrimina-
tion law, they can say to them-
selves they know somebody that
would affect.”

While integration here is

“When you get a tax form, you check off
either Single, Married or Filing Jointly. New
Jersey follows the tax filing status of the
IRS. This is not right. My checking off Single
is a lie, and they’re forcing us to lie.”
— George DeCarlo of Berkeley Heights,
who is civilly united to Ryan Reyes

ahead of where it was a decade
ago, and certainly ahead of
many other places nationwide,
gay and lesbian families in
North Jersey still endure pri-
vate pain. As liberal as New Jer-
sey’'s laws are, homosexuals
here can’t marry, and that keeps
them feeling like second-class
citizens.

George DeCarlo of Berkeley
Heights, head of Friends
Against Sexual Orientation Dis-
crimination, says gays and les-
bians often need to go through
an extra layer to accomplish

routine things heterosexuatl cou-

ples take for granted.

“When you get a tax form, you
check off either Single, Mar-
ried, or Filing Jointly,” says
DeCarlo, who is civilly united to
Ryan Reyes. “New Jersey fol-
lows the tax filing status of the
IRS. This is not right. My check-
ing off Single is a lie, and
they’re forcing us to lie.”

There’s much more.

. MIKE BUSCHER / DAILY RECORD
John Campbell, left, and Richard Harrison are open about their homo-
sexuality but Campbell said others are reluctant. ‘They don't want any
documentation anywhere that they're gay. They're Just not ready for it.’

Even couples who are civilly
united in Vermont — Wilcox
and Seus, DeCarlo and Reyes,
Campbell and Richard Harrison
— don’t enjoy the automatic
privileges that marriage brings
unless they live in Vermont.
OQutside that state, the union
brings only symbolic satisfac-
tion.

A civilly united New Jersey
couple needs extra legal agree-
ments to ensure one can make
decisions for the other in cases
of sickness or death.

Even if one partner works for
a company that extends health
benefits to the other, that sec-
ond partner pays federal taxes
on the benefit almost as if it
were income, according to
David Buckel, senior staff attor-
ney at the Lambda Legal
Defense and Education Fund.
Otherwise, the family must pay
for two policies.

SEE GAY / PAGE 8
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Gays, lesbians

N

and e law

On marriage

Fact: Gays-and |
New Jersey. .

Nation: Civil = rir 2 according to
the federal Defex >t rriage Act
(DOMA), is only bétween. a ma
woman.

The Federal " larriage Amendment to
the US. Constitution, whig:h would pre-
vent nationwide any legahzgtwn of gay
or unwed heterosexual domestic part-
ners, was ;offered m the US House of
Representatives May 15. No senator has
been wmmg to co-sponsor the House
bill, promoted by the Alliancefor Mar-
riage of Alexandrid, Va. It wag drafted
by Mary Ann Glendon of Harvard Law
School.

Vermont: Ver  nt is the only state in
which gays ar 15 can become civil:
ly, umte( They-el joyt iull legal protec-

“jans can’t marry in

_-tions. of marmge\lf they are Vermont res-

1dergts and only within: L}\e borders of Ver-
Jnont. They do not em*qy legal protections

“afforded marrled couples | under federal

law and their union is not recogmzed |
other states. - .
New )e ey: Many states ‘have DO

“Jaws spec 1cally “excluding -same-s -x

marrxages New Jersey doesnt altho-
MA bill-has been introduced - -
by Assemblyman E. Scott Ga..

‘\R‘SuSSex 4fid SH047-by Sen. Gerald . r-
- dmaie‘ R- -Bergen. They’re both in <

1" " w thnolegic® tive 1ct  “

1ed. B
(‘1 - n oy ﬂ ! El‘, ' n’
[ H L. -1
Polmcal Act_. . roups, is

pushing for homosexuais™ rignt 1o marry.

Consequences: Because they can’t
marry, gay and lesbian couples:

W Can’t enjoy the tax advantage of fil-
ing as a married couple.

M Either can’t get family health insur-
ance or, in those cases where an employer
covers domestic partners, pay a tax on tt
benefit.

H May have to fight for hosp v &
tion rights when one is sick. ’

M Can’t carry out funeral wi~’ .
one dies, unless a u b Rt
effect is signed.

8 Are not entit 1 to Social £. "«
pension benefits when o1 3™

B Pay taxes on any 1 3
leaves to the other sinc i o~ !
assets, built together, are considered 4
to the survivor.

M Bill Singer, Belle Mead attorney
specializing in nontraditional estate
issues:

“If you’re married, anything your

spouse inherits is free, whether it’s $10 or Other NeW ] ersey laWS
$10 million. If you're unmarried and you B In 1992, New Jersey became the fifth
leave your estate to vour nartner, your part- state to include “affectional or sexual ori-
ner is going to pa itance tax of 15 entation” in its Law Against Discrimina-
Dpercent in New Ji ¢« ~dclients who tion, which covers employment, housing
have had to sell the r torder to raise and public accommodations.

the fun '« fo pay t v M In 1997, New Jersey became the first
“WAsSs¢ v t Garrett, R- state to allow a couple not lawfully mar-
Sussex, pon_ il that would ried to jointly adopt a child in a case

brought by Jon and Michael Galluccio,
now of Paterson, and settled out of court.
% In 1999, the New Jersey Supreme
C . d the right of the Boys Scouts
waman. Our families are the of America o fire a scolitmaster in Mon-
folindation of our society. mouth County based on his sexual orien-
The mﬂm of our tradi- tation. The decision later was » ~turned
twnahﬁm;kﬁ encourages by the US. Supreme Court .« . wor #itu-
! safe, ive and thriving tional grounds.
communities. I beliei s absolutely essen- M In 2000, in the case of VC vs, MJB, the
tial that we have strong, vibrant families.” New Jersey Supreme Court adopted Wis-
] consin’s psychological parent standard
when it allowed a lesblan non- blological
mother visitation rights.

B New Jersey’s Hate Crimes Law pun
ishes more severely those found guilty of

a crimé if they were acting to intimidate
"because of sexual orientation..

M New Jersey’s _]udlcwl canons state
Judges and lawyers can't mamfest sexual
. orientatjon bias. -

B David \Buckel senior staff attor
\ ey Lambda Legal Defense and Edu-
\ ‘cation Fund:

“There are many respects in which New
by is much better for the leshian, gay,
ual and tmnsgender community

m\the
N ch?nmalion isaprn
) utadozénslata’i halaw and
l*{%)lersey gotitsle i lacee lier that

~

An Morristown

-John - Jay “DeLaney, Jr. suggest-
h{x\l Lhat Morristown become the ©
pa’htyan New.Jersey to givi -

2

- oM M oosexual @ he o oTw
- el f 1 K
N i
« n “Jay”
Ix., mayor,
1cal won > [ o S H
'  alth benefits
' e of fundamen-
. ! ss. It is it
) 2 . rvatism or -
; 1 zls ievre i nyan it m. il’s not 6 gay-: rai_ | ¢4
u en - b di ‘nst issi ]
their fam.. 1. way.” — Compiled by Lorraine Ash
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v - Nancy Seut left nd Suzanne Wilcox are open about their honﬁosexuallty, gays and les-
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thing unigue tu be g gay,’ Wilcox says. ‘If you're straight, you don’t have that.’

Daily life presents challenges.
Wilcox says the assumption in
most places is that everyon.  e-
sent is straight. She recalls 1 -
congr _ition she previously
attended, when she was married.

“I used to go to the Morris-
town Unitarian Fellowship, and
it was toward thi nd of my mar-
riage when I knew I had to get
out. I knew I was a lesbian,” she
says. “The church was going
through the process of becoming
a welcoming congregation. What
a controversy!

“I was sitting there one Sun-
day morning when this was
being hashed and thrashed
around, and this guy was saying,
‘What is their agenda? His
assumption was that every sin-
gle person in the room was
straight. I didn’t stand up and
say. ‘Them is us.” So many people
make that assumption, and it
denies us. It devalues us.”

Campbell recalls a time he and
Richard Harrison went to a
restaurant where a lady caught
Harrison's eye. While Harrison
paid the cashier, the woman
approached Campbell, who'd
been waiting in the reception
area.

“She asked me, ‘Is he your
son?"” Campbell recalls. “I said,

‘Well, no, werea  rcouple. He’s
my rh " Ti:poorv
.r 1 ¢ «ing. She actually
nt i - tremor. She said,
‘vl ot e it me to do
abot @it " , ‘W, lady, you
bl sy ket tl (™ nship
! LIl d otk any-
tt ;1 - 1ud do about it.’
That’s vhat you run into.”
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“We want students to see that
gays and lesbians are not all
out there in the woods. Some
of us lead very usual lives.”

— Ken Munson
Nyack, N.Y.,

EEE
“We are informing and educating
those who are not familiar with
the homosexual community.
We are establishing bonds

of humanity.”

— Bill Cox,
Nyack, N.Y,,

formerly of Morristown

sey Lesbian and Gay Coalition.
The issue spills into discussions
ab ut gay teachers and gays as

“tive parents, she adds.

onservatives and  the
Catholic Church in the state
used to be the purveyors of all
that,” Burger says. “It turns out
we weren’t the unsafe people
around kids.”

What will continue to inte-
grate the straight and gay com-
munities in North Jersey are
open minds. The difference
between now and 10 years ago,
Seus says, has been a lot of gay
people getting a little more
courage and coming out to a
band of friends beyond their
intimate friends, and maybe to a
family member.

GAY (

Local resources
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“It's a matter of letting it
squish out,” she says.

In the case of Cox and Mu *
son, it’s a question of b ta
ly out, even to stran er:  t

groups of high school | col-
lege students.

“We want students to ¢
gays and lesbiansar 1 ©~ _cat

there in the woods,” ™M
* 3ome of uslead very u

1ives."”

" “We are informing and ed
ing those who are not famr?®
with the homosexual comm -
ty,” Cox adds. “We are establish-
ing bonds of humanity.”

Lorraine Ashcan ber = 1
at (973) 428-6660 or lvas..
nett.com.
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